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Taxation — Centralization of, in Massachusetts. Massachusetts, dur- 
ing the last session, again added a few laws looking toward the per- 
fecting of her tax system. A commission was appointed in 1907 to 
investigate the subject of taxation and to codify, revise and amend 
the tax laws. This commission was impressed with the need of closer 
supervision of the assessment of property by the State, and after point- 
ing out the need of greater uniformity in the methods of assessing 
property, the great diversity of practice in the actual work of assess- 
ment among boards of assessors, the under-valuation of real estate, 
the lack of uniformity in the taxation of machinery and merchandise and 
the chaotic condition in the taxation of intangible property, the com- 
mission went on to say, "That no system of taxation can be effective 
unless the administration and enforcement of the law are made uniform 
throughout the Commonwealth. " 

The commission recommended a measure extending the supervision 
of the State over the assessment of property. The bill as recommended 
by the commission provided for the appointment of twelve commis- 
sioners with power to revise the valuation of all property for the pur- 
poses of taxation. The law as actually passed by the legislature states 
that the tax commissioner may with the advice and consent of the 
governor and council, appoint, and with this consent, remove, three 
supervisors of assessors; subject to the control, approval and direction 
of the tax commissioner, the supervisors of assessors are to perform 
all the duties imposed upon the tax commissioner by section 5 of chapter 
14 of the revised laws. These duties actually expressed are chiefly 
as follows: The inspection of the work of assessors, laboring to produce 
uniformity in valuation, the prosecution of assessors violating assess- 
ment laws of the State, and the giving of an opinion to assessors and 
collectors on any question relating to the assessment and collection of 
taxes. In addition to this the broad general statement is added that 
they may exercise under the control of the tax commissioner all the 
powers and authority in the taxation of property and the collection of 
taxes as are conferred by law upon the tax commissioner himself. 

Under the new law it becomes the duty of the supervisors of assess- 
ment, under the direction of the tax commissioner, to furnish to the 
local assessors all the information in their possession relating to the 
assessment, valuation, and ownership of the property of any individual 
within the assessor's district. 

If the tax commissioner has reason to believe that all of the property 
or any part of it in any city or town is not valued in accordance with 
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the provisions of law, and that failure to make the proper valuation is 
due to inadequate methods of keeping records of valuation or owner- 
ship or to failure on the part of the assessors to properly examine the 
records of the register of deeds and probate court, or to make use of 
information furnished, he can direct the assessors of the city or town 
to adopt better methods of keeping their records, to make examina- 
tions of records of the register of deeds and the probate court, and 
make use of such information furnished as he may deem necessary. 
If the directions of the tax commissioner are not complied with he must 
notify the mayor of the city or the selectmen of the town and make 
such recommendation as he may deem necessary and expedient. 

In the bill as recommended by the commission the supervisors were 
to have authority, under the direction of the tax commissioner, to revise 
the valuation of all property for the purpose of taxation, but in the 
law as actually passed this section was greatly weakened and the tax 
commissioner is simply given the power to recommend to local boards 
of assessors a revisions of valuations. If the recommendation is accepted 
and adopted by the local boards, the new assessment is to take the place 
of the old, otherwise the old assessment will stand and the commissioner 
is helpless. 

The legislature was not willing to go quite as far in the matter of cen- 
tralization of assessment and taxation as was the commission of experts. 
(Laws 1908, c. 550.) 

Robert Argyll. Campbell. 

Taxation: Graduated Land Tax — Oklahoma. Graduated progres- 
sive taxes are quite common but the rule of graduation and pro- 
gression is usually applied to incomes and inheritances and not to 
taxes in general. Oklahoma after levying a graduated progressive 
tax on the sources of revenue usually burdened in this manner pro- 
ceeded to include land in the list and make it subject to the same rule. 

The tax is not to depend upon acreage as we usually understand it, 
but upon total value, measured by the value of an average acre taken 
as the standard. This standard acre by which all others are to be 
measured is the acre of average value when the entire State is con- 
sidered. In Oklahoma, for a time at least, this value is fixed at $20. 
If a given piece of land is twice as valuable as the average, the 
number of acres will simply be doubled and if it is only half as 
valuable as the average the total acreage will be reduced by half. The 
number of acres depend not upon the acres but upon the value. It is, 



